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The origin, development, and legacy of the enigmatic Etruscan civilization from the central region of the Italian
peninsula known as Etruria have been debated for centuries. Here we report a genomic time transect of 82 indi-
viduals spanning almost two millennia (800 BCE to 1000 CE) across Etruria and southern Italy. During the Iron
Age, we detect a component of Indo-European-associated steppe ancestry and the lack of recent Anatolian-
related admixture among the putative non-Indo-European-speaking Etruscans. Despite comprising diverse
individuals of central European, northern African, and Near Eastern ancestry, the local gene pool is largely main-
tained across the first millennium BCE. This drastically changes during the Roman Imperial period where we
report an abrupt population-wide shift to ~50% admixture with eastern Mediterranean ancestry. Last, we identify
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Ancient Rome was the capital of an empire of ~70 million inhabitants, but little is known about the riods (Figs. 2 and 3).

genetics of ancient Romans. Here we present 127 genomes from 29 archaeological sites in and around

Abstract Full Text Info/History Metrics (3 Preview PDF Rome, spanning the past 12,000 years. We observe two major prehistoric ancestry transitions: one with The Mesolithic

the introduction of farming and another prior to the Iron Age. By the founding of Rome, the genetic The oldest genomes in our dataset are from

composition of the region approximated that of modern Mediterranean populations. During the Imperial | three Mesolithic hunter-gatherers (10,000 to %U

period, Rome’s population received net immigration from the Near East, followed by an increase in 7,000 BCE) from Grotta Continenza, a cave in 2.

genetic contributions from Europe. These ancestry shifts mirrored the geopolitical affiliations of Rome the Apennine Mountains. In PCA, these individ- g_

and were accompanied by marked interindividual diversity, reflecting gene flow from across the uals project close to Western hunter-gatherers %
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guide health-related behavior or be reported in the press as conclusive.
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Genome-wide data from medieval German Jews show that the Ashkenazi
founder event pre-dated the 14" century
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Figure 2 | Investigating the genetic makeup of Beaker-complex-
associated individuals. a, Proportion of steppe-related ancestry (in black)

LBK_EN) computed for European populations (number of individuals for
each group is given in parentheses) before the emergence of the Beaker
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L FEEEE Cultural Interactions in the Ancient

How is OIKOS research This research group examines cultural and socio- political interactions in the
organized: Ancient world and the resulting hybridization of cultural forms and identities,

from prehistoric to Late Roman times, and from Spain to the Near East.
Ancient Philosophy and Science
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Ancient Rhetoric and Aesthetics  Dr Mathieu de Bakker (University of Amsterdam)
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